Access Archon Column #26 – Credit Card Dates

By Helen Feddema

A while back a reader sent me a message asking for advice on creating an Access form suitable for entering credit card dates – the kind that you usually see as either Expiration Date (5/99) or separate text boxes for Expiration Month and Expiration Year (05 and 99).  Well, there are lots of ways you can do this, using text boxes with input masks and validation rules, but most of them are rather inconvenient for the user, stopping them with an unfriendly error message if they type a single digit in the Month box, or requiring them to adhere strictly to an unfamiliar format when entering the entire expiration date in one control.

Borrowing an idea from a Net Commerce site I visited, I decided to use combo boxes instead of text boxes for selecting the expiration month and year.  Combo boxes have the advantage that you can pre-fill them with appropriate data, eliminating the need to validate the data.  They are also easy to use, especially if you use the DropDown method to drop the list down automatically when the control gets the focus, which eliminates the need to use the mouse (something fast typists will appreciate).

Here is how to set up a form to accept credit card entries, with separate fields for expiration month and year.  Start by creating a table with the following fields (of course, in a real-life application you would need more fields):

tblCreditCardInfo

Field Name
Data Type
Size

OrderID
AutoNumber


CustomerID
Text
20 (or as needed)

Account
Text
25 (or as needed)

ExpMonth
Text
2

ExpYear
Text
4

OrderDate
Date/Time


Create a new form, and set its RecordSource property to tblCreditCardInfo.  Drag the OrderID, CustomerID, Account, and OrderDate fields to the form as text boxes, then click the ComboBox tool in the Controls Toolbox and drag the ExpMonth and ExpYear fields to the form as combo boxes.  Adjust the size and other properties of the controls as desired, and (optionally) rename them according to a naming convention of your choice (say “txt” plus the field name for the text boxes, and “cbo” plus the field name for the combo boxes).

Set the combo boxes’ Limit to List property to Yes, and select Value List for their RowSourceType property.  For cboMonth, enter the following values in the RowSource property (or however you want to store the months):

01;02;03;04;05;06;07;08;09;10;11;12

Enter the following sequence for cboYear’s RowSource property (or the years you want to make available for choice):

1999;2000;2001;2002;2003

Each combo box needs one line of code on its GotFocus event; the code for cboExpMonth is shown below:

Private Sub cboExpMonth_GotFocus()

   Me![cboExpMonth].Dropdown

End Sub

If you want, add an unbound text box control to the form (called txtExpDate), and enter the following property for its RowSource property:

=[cboExpMonth] & "/" & [cboExpYear]

Enter “m/yyyy” as the txtExpDate control’s Format property.  This control will display the expiration date in m/yyyy format.  Now you can switch to form view and check out how easy it is to enter appropriate expiration dates for credit card orders.

