Access Archon Column #27 – An On/Off Switch for Warning Messages

By Helen Feddema

Sometimes when I develop an Access application for a client, a manager will want lots of warning messages of the type “You are about to move from Proposal to Contract status – Proceed?” (with Yes/No/Cancel buttons), or “Make sure that letterhead stock is in the printer” (OK button).  These messages may be useful (or necessary) as people learn the application, but they can be mighty annoying for experienced users, especially if they are fast typists, and after a while the users will be clamoring to have the messages removed.

One application I developed recently had a series of warning messages for generating one particular document (six in all, warning about various bits of information that might be missing). I was sure that the series of warnings would become unbearable after a while, so I decided to give the users a way to turn off the messages when they no longer needed them.  The original code for a typical Yes/No confirmatory message was:

If rstContracts![W4] = False Then

   strTitle = "W4 not on file -- proceed?"

   strMessage = "W4 missing"

   intResult = MsgBox(strTitle, vbYesNo + _

      vbQuestion + vbDefaultButton2, strMessage)

      strReminder = strReminder & vbCrLf & strMessage

   If intResult = vbNo Then

      Exit Sub

   End If

End If

The new version is as follows:

If rstContracts![W4] = False And WarningMessages() = True Then

   strTitle = "W4 not on file -- proceed?"

   strMessage = "W4 missing"

   intResult = MsgBox(strTitle, vbYesNo + _

      vbQuestion + vbDefaultButton2, strMessage)

      strReminder = strReminder & vbCrLf & strMessage

   If intResult = vbNo Then

      Exit Function

   End If

End If

Here’s how it works:  The WarningMessages function (listed below) simply picks up the Yes/No value from a checkbox on the main menu which is bound to a field called WarningMessages in a one-row table (zstblInfo) which I use to store various information used through an application, such as the date range for reports, and whether reports should be printed or previewed.

Public Function WarningMessages()

   Dim dbs As Database

   Dim rst As Recordset

   Set dbs = CurrentDb

   Set rst = dbs.OpenRecordset("zstblInfo", dbOpenTable)

   rst.MoveFirst

   WarningMessages = rst!WarningMessages

   rst.Close

End Function

If the checkbox on the main menu is checked, WarningMessages() = True, and the warning is displayed; otherwise, the document is just printed without interruption by the warning message.  This function is a public function in a standard module, so it available throughout the application.  You could achieve the same goal by using a global variable, but since I already have zstblInfo in all my applications, I just stuck it there for convenience.

This technique could be used for many features which you might want to let users turn on or off as they prefer.

