Access Archon Column #31 – Backing up Database Objects

By Helen Feddema

First, an update on a recent column on problems with Digital IDs.  I mentioned that I did not see the security warning message after selecting my personal certificate for some Outlook VBA code.  Apparently, this feature isn’t triggered until Outlook is closed and reopened (or possibly Windows is reset), because after resetting and reopening Outlook, I did see the message (once).  After accepting my certificate, I no longer see the message.  So it looks like personal certificates do work as they are supposed to.

Several readers have mentioned that there is an alternative to VeriSign digital IDs—perhaps especially attractive now that VeriSign is not issuing Class 2 Digital IDs.  Thawte Certification issues developer certificates for $200.  These would be equivalent to the VeriSign Class 3 certificates at $300, so you would save $100.  (Thawte doesn’t offer an equivalent to the former VeriSign Class 2 ID, however.)  Check out their site at http://www.thawte.com/.  (Thanks to Michael Vorburger for this tip.  He is the author of the KISSfp FrontPage FTP Add-On Component; see his Web page at http://www.vorburger.ch/kissfp/.)

Now for this week’s topic.  Macros have generally been replaced by VBA code for almost all purposes, but there is still one area where they are useful:  creating hot keys in an AutoKeys macro.  The only acceptable hot key choices are the Ctrl key plus one of the letters of the alphabet, but these hot keys can be very useful nonetheless.  One of the major uses I have for AutoKeys hot keys is to copy database objects, as I am working on forms, tables, and other objects in an Access application.  This is not the same as doing a general backup—you should still do that, using Windows Backup or some other program.  Rather, it is an internal backup of individual database objects, within a database.  The point of backing up individual database objects is to allow you to preserve versions of objects, so you can go back to an earlier version if a change doesn’t work out, or have several alternate versions of an object, so you can decide which works best.

I like the backup object names to start with an underscore, to force them to the top of the objects list, and I append a number to the end of the new name, so I can have several numbered backups of the same object.  To create a hot key for this purpose, create a macro group called AutoKeys (or open it, if you have have one—it must have this exact name).  The syntax needed for creating an object backup differs slightly for different Access versions, so select the appropriate version of instructions below to add a backup hot key macro:

Access 2.0 version

	Macro Name
	Action

	^D (or your choice)
	SendKeys

  Keystrokes:  %d%fa{home}_{end}

  Wait:  Yes

	
	SendKeys

  Keystrokes:  ^{F4}

  Wait:  No


Access 95/97 version

	Macro Name
	Action

	^D (or your choice)
	SendKeys

  Keystrokes:  {F2}^c{enter}%fac^v{home}_{end}

  Wait:  Yes


Access 2000 version

	Macro Name
	Action

	^D (or your choice)
	SendKeys

  Keystrokes:  %fa{home}+^{right 2}-{end}

  Wait:  Yes


Here’s how it works for Access 2.0 – 97:  Pressing the assigned key while a database object is highlighted copies the object name to the edit buffer, then copies the object itself to the current database, pastes in the old name with a leading underscore, and takes you to the end of the name so you can type in a sequential number.  For Access 2000 it’s slightly different:  The Save As dialog automatically contains the name of the original object, prefaced by “Copy of”, so instead of copying the original name, the macro just replaces the “Copy of” prefix with the dash and moves to the end, so you can add a number.  (I use a dash instead of an underscore for Access 2000, because it uses a different sort order which places underscores at the bottom of the object list, instead of at the top.)

Use this hot key to create a copy of a database object every time you plan to make a significant change to it—sooner or later, you’ll be glad you did!

