Access Archon Column #18 – Year End Summary

By Helen Feddema

Coding

I started out this column with a treatment of the very useful Nz (Null to Zero) function, which you can wrap around variables to prevent those annoying "Invalid use of Nulls" messages.  Nz converts Nulls to either zeroes or empty strings, or you can supply your own alternative value, using code like the following:

FromDate = Nz(![FromDate], "1/1/90")
Another column covered using Access' rich set of date functions to do all sorts of interesting things with dates, such as calculate the number of days left to Christmas, as in the statement below:

dtmXmas = DateSerial(Year(dtmDateNow), 12, 25)

I discussed Enums, those collections of named constants which can make your code more readable, and presented some functions you can use to retrieve folder locations from the Windows Registry, as in the following function, which retrieves the Windows folder:

Set objWord = CreateObject("Word.application")

WinDir = objWord.System.PrivateProfileString("", _

   "HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Setup", _

   "WinDir") & "\"

In another column, I gave a list of the causes of those annoying parameter popups, such as a reference to a control on a closed form.

For developers writing Automation code to move data between Access and other Office applications, I described the difference between early and late binding of variables.

Combo Boxes

A series of columns dealt with combo boxes (one of the most useful form controls)—one column showed how to set up two linked combo boxes, so that the drop-down list in one is filtered by the user's selection in the other.  Two columns dealt with add-to combo boxes, which let users add a new entry to a combo box's drop-down list on-the-fly.  

Another combo box column described how to use Union queries to add a blank selection, or an All selection, to a combo box's list, and yet another dealt with what I call Pick From/Write To combo boxes, where you select an item from a list in a combo box, which is then stored to a table that is not in the form's record source (great for selecting multiple authors for a book, for example).

Miscellaneous

I showed you how to capture button images from other Office applications to use on Access toolbar buttons.

Forms and Reports

Several columns dealt with forms:  one showed how to display unrelated data, by using an unbound subform; another described how to use the Tag property of form controls to enable a more powerful Undo.  A column on form and report types described the different types of forms and reports, and when each type is useful.

One Report column covered conditional report formatting, showing how to make a Currency control bold, with a red foreground and a yellow background, and make a big gold star appear next to it, if the amount in the Sales field is at least $10,000 (see the code sample below).

Private Sub Detail_Format(Cancel As Integer, FormatCount As Integer)

   If Me![Sales] >= 10000 Then

      Me![txtSales].FontBold = True

      Me![txtSales].FontName = "Arial Black"

      Me![txtSales].FontSize = 12

      Me![txtSales].ForeColor = vbRed

      Me![txtSales].BackColor = vbYellow

      Me![imgGoldStar].Visible = True

   Else

      Me![txtSales].FontBold = False

      Me![txtSales].FontName = "Arial"

      Me![txtSales].FontSize = 9

      Me![txtSales].ForeColor = vbBlack

      Me![txtSales].BackColor = vbWhite

      Me![imgGoldStar].Visible = False

   End If

End Sub

Another report column dealt with printing the same information twice on a report, by the simple expedient of placing two subform controls displaying the same linked data on the report.

All of the above was for Access 97, and now Access 2000 is in beta, and will be released in the first quarter of 1999, unless it slips to the second quarter.  There will be some changes (unfortunately some of them half-baked premature implementations of new TLAs), but also substantial carry-over and enhancement of real, working functionality.  Don't believe any rumors you may hear about Access being replaced by SQL Server, and have a great year working with the world's best (though sometimes irritating) database!

Note:  If you missed any of these columns, you can download the whole year's columns from my Web site at http://www.ulster.net/~hfeddema/access.htm.

