Access Archon Column #41 – Selecting a Sort Field for a Report

By Helen Feddema

When you create a report, you can use the Grouping/Sorting dialog in the interface to sort it by a field, or you can do the sorting in a query used as the report's record source, or you can enter a field name in the report's OrderBy property.  To sort a report in the interface, use one of these methods (one at a time! – if you use two or more methods, the results are hard to predict):

Grouping/Sorting Dialog

Open the Grouping and Sorting dialog from its button on the toolbar, and click the drop-down button in the Field/Expression column to select a field for sorting.  The default sort order is Ascending; if you want to sort in descending order, select Descending from the drop-down list in the sort Order column (sorry, those are the only two choices!)

Query

Open the report's record source in the Query Builder by clicking the Build button (…) to the right of the RecordSource property in the report's properties sheet.  Select the column containing the field you want to sort by, and select Ascending or Descending from the drop-down list in its Sort row.  Close the Query Builder window to save the sorted query or SQL statement.

OrderBy

In the report's properties sheet, select Yes for the OrderByOn property, and type in the field name to sort by in the OrderBy property (bizarrely, there is no drop-down list for selecting sort fields).

Sorting in VBA Code

But sometimes you want more flexibility – say you have a table of customers, with their names, addresses, phones, and information about the last order date and the balance due on their accounts.  You might want to sort a customer report on any of those pieces of information, and you don't really want to create a dozen reports, each with a different sort.

To make it easier to select a sort field on-the-fly, create a dialog form with a combo box for selecting the sort field.  Select Field List as the RowSourceType property for the combo box, and the report's record source for the RowSource property.  The following procedure (running from a Print command button) opens a report and sorts it by the field selected in the combo box:

Private Sub cmdPrint_Click()

On Error GoTo cmdPrint_ClickError

   Dim strValue As String

   Dim strFilter As String

   Dim rpt As Report

   strReportName = "rptCustomerData"

   strFieldName = Nz(Me![cboSelectField])

   If strFieldName = "" Then

      MsgBox "Please select a field"

      Me![strFieldName].SetFocus

   End If

   strSort = "Sorted by " & strFieldName

   Debug.Print "Sort: " & strSort

   DoCmd.OpenReport strReportName, acViewPreview

   Set rpt = Reports(strReportName)

   rpt.OrderByOn = True

   rpt.OrderBy = strFieldName

cmdPrint_ClickExit:

   Exit Sub

cmdPrint_ClickError:

   MsgBox "Error No: " & Err.Number & "; Description: " & Err.Description

   Resume cmdPrint_ClickExit

End Sub

Next week's column will deal with filtering reports on-the-fly.

