Access Archon Column #33 – Odds & Ends

By Helen Feddema

This is a column of miscellaneous stuff—some updates to previous columns, and a few tips.

Updates

First, in response to last week's column (Working with Forms Four Ways), a reader pointed out that when modifying the MsysObjects table method of working with Forms to work with Reports, the SQL statement for the QueryDef needs a different criterion—"Type = –32764".

In response to column #31 (Backing up Database Objects), another reader had difficulty in setting up an AutoKeys macro for the German version of Access.  He finally figured it out, and sent me the solution, which I reproduce here (thanks to J. Schade):

· The macro group has to be called "Tastaturbelegung" instead of "AutoKeys"

· The Sendkeys string has to be changed to "{F2}^c{ENTER}%dui^v{HOME}_{END}"

Tips

Here is something you should check when you get mysterious, uninformative errors (especially those involving built-in functions which you know should work, such as Date and Mid):  Open the References dialog from the Tools menu in a module, and look for missing references.  If you find one, either uncheck it if you don't need the library, or install the object library if you do need it for your code to run.

Invisible text boxes are often useful for displaying information you want to be able to see during development (or in case of a problem later on), but should not be visible to the user.  For example, you may want to display the value of a linking ID field, but it need not appear on the form.  I like to make these fields bright yellow, so that I know that they are (or will be) invisible controls when I am working in design view.

Use a different color and special effect to make locked controls visibly different, as a cue to users that they can't enter data into them.  I usually make unlocked controls with a white background and a sunken special effect, and locked controls with a light blue background and a flat special effect.  Additionally, it is helpful to set the TabStop property to No for locked controls, so users won't land on them when tabbing through controls on a form.

Set a form's Cycle property to Current Record to prevent users from inadvertently starting a new record when tabbing off the last control on a form.

Holding down a control with the mouse and pressing Ctrl-Down (or the other arrow keys) moves a control a tiny bit at a time, even if you have Snap to Grid enabled.  This lets you make very precise adjustments to control placement.  You can resize a control similarly, by holding it down with the mouse and pressing Shift-Down (or the other arrow keys).

You can customize form and report captions from code.  For example, say you have a command button on a Customer form to pop up a list of the customer's orders in a separate window.  You can put the customer's name and possibly other information in the caption of the pop-up form, using code like the following in the command button's Click event:

Dim strCaption As String

strCaption = Me![CompanyName] & " orders as of " & Date

DoCmd.OpenForm "frmCustomerOrders", acDesign

Forms![frmCustomerOrders].Caption = strCaption

DoCmd.OpenForm "frmCustomerOrders", acNormal

Beta Test Invitation

If anybody is interested in testing a Design Schemes add-in I am developing, send me an e-mail.  I am particularly interested in seeing what problems arise when users have different versions of the CommonDialog control.

