Access Archon Column #5—Parameter Popups and What Causes Them

By Helen Feddema

One of the most annoying errors you can get in Access is the dreaded parameter popup—a little gray dialog with "Enter Parameter Value" in the title bar, a label listing a control or field name, such as "Forms![fmnuMain]![cboContracts]", and an empty text box to fill in.  Access does not tell you why it is popping up this dialog, or what you should do about it.

Here's what's going on:  Somewhere, deep in the bowels of a form or report, there is a inappropriate, misspelled, or syntactically incorrect reference to that control or field.  Your task is to locate it and either remove it or modify it as needed, to eliminate the problem.  This is not as easy as you might think.  Sometimes you can luck out, and find it somewhere obvious, like the form's record source or Open event.  Other times it isn't so easy.  Here is a list of the places where I have tracked down the sources of parameter popups:

· A criterion in a form or report's record source that references a control on a form that is not currently open.

· A misspelled (or syntactically incorrect) form or report control reference in a criterion in a form or report's record source.

· A misspelled (or syntactically incorrect) form or report control reference, or a reference to a control on a form that is not open, in some form event such as Load, Open or Current.

· A misspelled (or syntactically incorrect) field name, or a reference to a control on a form that is not open, in an expression in the Grouping/Sorting dialog for a report.

· A misspelled (or syntactically incorrect)  form or report control reference, or a reference to a control on a form that is not open, in the record source of a subform or subreport.

· A misspelled or inappropriate field name in the Link Master Field or Link Child Field property for a subform or subreport.

· A misspelled (or syntactically incorrect)  form or report control reference, or a reference to a control on a form that is not open, in an expression used as a control's control source (such as a calculation based on other fields in the record source, or a DLookup, DSum or other domain aggregate function).

· A misspelled (or syntactically incorrect)  form or report control reference, or a reference to a control on a form that is not open, in a SQL statement or query used as the row source of a combo box or list box on a form.

Finally, let's not forget the remote possibility that it might actually be a real parameter popup—that is, the form or report has as its record source a query set up with parameters to allow the user to specify information used for filtering.  In that case, however, you would get a less enigmatic message, such as "Enter start date".

Tip:  If you search everywhere you can think of, and just can't find the source of a parameter popup error message, the Find And Replace add-in (shareware from Rick Fisher, www.rickworld.com) can be very helpful.  Run FAR, and enter the field or control name exactly as it appears in the dialog, and you should be able to find it, wherever it is hiding.
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