Access Archon Column #36 – Two Access Add-ins

By Helen Feddema

LNC Rename Add-in

Over the years, I got tired of laboriously renaming tables, forms, and other database objects in accord with a standard naming convention, and especially of renaming all the controls on forms and reports.  But leaving them "as is" is problematic – Access' own Database and Form Wizards create forms with controls that have the same names as the fields to which they are bound, which can cause confusion in code, or missing information on reports.  To deal with this problem, I developed a set of macros and procedures to rename database objects and controls, and eventually brought them together into an add-in, LNC Rename, which automates the application of the Leszynski Naming Convention (LNC) to database objects and form and report controls.  The Access 97 version of this add-in piggybacks on another Access add-in, Rick Fisher's very useful Find And Replace; a trial version of FAR is included in the zip file.  FAR is used to rename the high-level database objects (tables, forms, reports, queries, macros and modules), including references to them in VBA code; my own code does the control renaming.

The add-in zip includes a test database, created with the Access Database Wizard, for you to practice on.

The LNC Rename add-in is available in an Access 97 version as Code Sample #4 on my Web site, http://www.ulster.net/~hfeddema/CodeSamples.htm.  There is also an Access 2000 version, which at present lacks the FAR component, because FAR is not yet available for Access 2000.  The Access 2000 version of LNC Rename is Code Sample #10; this version only renames controls, not high-level database objects.

Menu Manager Add-in

Another add-in recently posted on my Web site automates the process of creating a main menu for an Access database, incorporating several ease-of-use features I have developed over the years.  Instead of an ugly "wall of buttons" main menu, or a confusing array of pop-up menus, such as is created by the built-in Switchboard Wizard, my main menu features several large graphical buttons, to open a main form for the application, or to let the users select a form or report from drop-down lists of the forms and reports in the database.  The lists for the Forms and Reports combo boxes are automatically created when the main menu is created, and can be refreshed as needed.  You get to choose a sidebar picture for the main menu from the selection provided with Access, and you can change it later if desired.  

The Reports combo box has several extra features:  an option group for selecting Preview or Print, and Start Date and End Date text boxes, where you can enter a date range for the report.

The add-in zip includes a test database, created with the Access Database Wizard, for you to practice on.

The Access 97 version of this add-in is Code Sample #11 on my Web site, http://www.ulster.net/~hfeddema/CodeSamples.htm.  The Access 2000 version (which has the same functionality) is Code Sample #12.

