Access Archon Column #28 – Conference Report

By Helen Feddema

Instead of my usual Access tips and techniques, this column will be devoted to a report on the MOVS Conference in Chicago last month (March 21-25), which I attended on behalf of WOW (thanks to Informant for the invitation!).  Like any such conference, it was packed with talks and presentations from morning to night, and the ones I attended were of very high quality.  The sessions had lots of stuff about Office 2000 (though not to the exclusion of Office 97), with a content level ranging from introductory to advanced programming.

Some of the popular topics were:

New Features for Developers in Office 2000
Jet 4.0
VBA 6.0 (now in Outlook too!)
Creating COM Add-ins for Office 2000
SQL Server 7.0
Programming with multiple Office apps (I've been doing that for years!)
Y2K Issues
Web Development

Of course, I couldn't attend all the sessions.  I primarily selected sessions where I could get in-depth information on some of the new features in Office that I want to use, in particular ADO and COM Add-ins.  ADO is the new object model that is supposed to replace DAO.  There are some problems with that (as I mentioned in my portion of the Office 2000 special issue), so DAO won’t be gathering dust any time soon.  But I wanted to learn more about ADO, rather than waiting until I am forced to learn about it because I get a job requiring a connection to a data source that can only be reached via ADO.  

I’m glad I made that decision, because Paul Litwin’s ADO session taught me a lot about ADO, including some neat stuff that you can do with ADO but not with DAO, like using ADO recordsets instead of awkward fill functions to fill the drop-down lists of combo boxes and list boxes, or the GetRows method in place of creating an array to pick up information from a recordset.  Scott Barker also gave a presentation on migrating code from DAO to ADO, full of valuable tips on making the transition smooth.

Mike Gilbert’s talk on the new features of VBA 6.0 was packed with interesting information about new functions and enhancements, and parity with VB 6.0.  One of the features that particularly appealed to me was that you can now create your own Enums (see my column on Enums from a while back – available from my Web site at http://www.ulster.net/~hfeddema).  The members of your Enums will appear in the IntelliSense drop-down list, just like the built-in Enums, to make them easier to use in your code.  Another feature that will be very handy is the creation of a Personal Certificate, so your own code won’t trigger that obnoxious macro virus warning.

Ken Getz gave a talk on optimizing VBA code, and described a technique to time alternate versions of code, to find out which runs fastest (curiously, an API call to the Windows timeGetTime function proved to be much faster than the built-in VBA timer).

One of my favorite sessions was Ken Getz’ talk on writing COM Add-ins, which can be used to encapsulate frequently-used code so you don’t have to keep pasting it in to different projects.  You can use either VB or VBA 6.0 to write COM Add-ins, and even ActiveX controls as well.  That is something I will definitely try out soon!

David Shank did an interesting session on creating custom Office dialogs with Microsoft Forms.  These are the familiar UserForms from Word and Excel, now available in Outlook and even (though they are well hidden) in Access as well.  You can even create UserForms programmatically, using the VBA Extensibility Library.

All in all, this conference gave me lots of information and ideas that I will be using over the next few months to add functionality to various Office apps.
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