Access Archon Column #10 – Selecting All Or Nothing from a Combo Box

By Helen Feddema

If you have a bound combo box on a form, with its Limit to List property set to Yes so the user has to choose one of the selections from the list, initially the combo box is blank, since no selection has yet been made.  Sometimes the user makes a selection, then decides it isn't correct, and wants to return to the blank combo box.  But that isn't possible, because a blank selection isn't one of the choices in the combo box.  Sometimes, too, users would appreciate an "All" selection, say if the combo box selection is used to create a report's record source.

You can create "All" and "Nothing" selections for a combo box's row source by using a union query.  Union queries are one of a subset of queries which can't be viewed in the Query Designer – they are created in the SQL window.  A union query joins two SQL statements together, forming a query which includes records from both.  To start with the "Nothing" selection, in this case one part of the Union query consists a blank selection – either a zero-length string ("") for a text field, a zero for a numeric field, or possibly a Null.  The other part is the SQL equivalent of the regular query.

To start a union query, open the current row source query of the combo box in SQL view.  You will see something like this:

SELECT tblContracts.ContractNo, tblContracts.CourseName, IIf(([Semester] & " " & [Year])=" ","[No term selected]",([Semester] & " " & [Year])) AS Term
FROM tblContracts
ORDER BY ContractNo;

The table name is not really needed in front of each field name, so the above SQL statement can be condensed to the following one:

SELECT ContractNo, CourseName, IIf(([Semester] & " " & [Year])=" ","[No term selected]",([Semester] & " " & [Year])) AS Term
FROM tblContracts
ORDER BY ContractNo;

This SQL statement selects the ContractNo and CourseName fields from tblContract, and creates an expression called "Term" which combines the Semester and Year fields if they are filled in, and otherwise yields the expression "[No term selected]".  ContractNo is the bound column; the other columns are displayed to give the user more information about the contract when making a selection.

To create a union query, you need to make a statement that has values for each field in the above SQL statement, then join it to the original statement using the UNION SELECT syntax.  The values don't have to be the same data type as the table field, if you are just using them to make a choice (that is the case with the examples in this column).

To create a blank selection for ContractNo, use the following statement

SELECT "" As ContractNo,  "" As CourseName, "" As Term FROM tblContracts

Then join it to the original statement as follows:

SELECT "" As ContractNo,  "" As CourseName, "" As Term FROM tblContracts
UNION SELECT ContractNo, CourseName, IIf(([Semester] & " " & [Year])=" ","[No term selected]",([Semester] & " " & [Year])) AS Term
FROM tblContracts
ORDER BY ContractNo;

Similarly, to create an "All" selection, use the following statement:

SELECT "(All)"As ContractNo,  "" As CourseName, "" As Term FROM tblContracts
UNION SELECT ContractNo, CourseName, IIf(([Semester] & " " & [Year])=" ","[No term selected]",([Semester] & " " & [Year])) AS Term
FROM tblContracts
ORDER BY ContractNo;

Note:  Wrapping the "All" in parentheses pushes it to the top of the list, which is generally a good idea.

Next, you can get "All" and "Nothing" selections using a double Union query:

SELECT "" As ContractNo,  "" As CourseName, "" As Term FROM tblContracts
UNION SELECT "(All)" As ContractNo,  "" As CourseName, "" As Term FROM tblContracts 
UNION SELECT ContractNo, CourseName, IIf(([Semester] & " " & [Year])=" ","[No term selected]",([Semester] & " " & [Year])) AS Term
FROM tblContracts
ORDER BY ContractNo;

Finally, you can print a report based on all the contracts when the user chooses the "(All)" selection in the combo box, or the same report based on just a single selected contract, by setting up two columns in the report's record source:


MenuContractNo: [Forms]![fmnuMain]![cboContracts]
ContractNo

1st Criteria row:
<>"(All)" 
[Forms]![fmnuMain]![cboContracts]

2nd Criteria row:
"(All)" 
>0

The expressions on the 1st Criteria row limit the report's record source to those matching the selected contract number.  The 2nd Criteria row selects all contract numbers if the user selects "(All)".  If the user selects the blank selection, no records for the report will be found, and you can take care of this situation by using the following code on the report's No Data event:

   MsgBox "No records meet the report criteria; cancelling report printing"

   Cancel = True

