Access Archon Column #11 – Displaying Unrelated Data on a Form

By Helen Feddema

Normally, you bind a form to a table or query, and display data from the record source in various controls on the form.  But what if you need to display some data from another table, not related to the form's record source?  In this column I will discuss three ways to display non-related information in a control on a form.

Domain Aggregate Expression

You can use one of the domain aggregate functions (DAvg, DCount, DLookup, DMax, DMin and DSum are the most commonly used) in an expression as a text box control's control source.  To do this, open the Expression Builder from an unbound text box's control source property, and select the Domain Aggregate group from the Built-in Functions folder.  Choose the function you need, and paste it into the expression.  The following expression yields the highest amount in the Commission field of tblEarnings:

=DMax("[Commission]","tblEarnings")

and the expression below yields the sum of all the amounts in the Commission field:

=DSum("[Commission]","tblEarnings")

An Unlinked Subform

The domain aggregate functions tend to be slow, and they can be difficult to create and debug.  Another method of displaying unrelated data on a form is to create a query with a field that yields the desired data, and use that query as the record source of a subform, with a single control to display the field's data. 

For example, to replicate the DMax expression above, make a Totals query using the SQL statement below:

SELECT Max(tblEarnings.Commission) AS MaxOfCommission

FROM tblEarnings;

then make a form with the query (or just the SQL statement, if you prefer) as its record source, with a single text box control displaying the MaxOfCommission field.  Place the subform on the main form (leaving the LinkChildField and LinkMasterField properties blank), and set the subform control's border to transparent, and its back color to match the back color of the main form, so the control on the subform appears to be just a control on the main form.

This method is faster than using domain aggregate functions, and for complex expressions, it offers the advantage of letting you work out the bugs in the Query Designer interface.  You can use the unlinked subform method to make column totals under another subform's columns, such as a linked Orders subform on a Customers form.

Free-Floating Table in the Form's Record Source

The final method is the simplest, but it only works in some cases.  Simply add the other table (the one containing the unrelated data) to the form's record source.  Don't link it to the regular table – you will have two free-floating tables in the upper pane.  You can then use the data in the table in a text box on the form.  However, this will only work with a one-row table, since there is no way of specifying the table row.  I use this technique for extracting data stored in a one-row table containing information I use throughout an application.

